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PROPOSED USE OF THE PLENARY POWERS TO SUPPRESS THE 

GENERIC NAME “CRYPTONYMUS” EICHWALD, 1825 (CLASS 

TRILOBITA) FOR PURPOSES OF THE LAW OF PRIORITY BUT 
NOT FOR THOSE OF THE LAW OF HOMONYMY 

By VALDAR JAANUSSON 

(Paleontologiska Institutionen, Uppsala Universitet, Sweden) 

(Commission Reference : Z.N.(S.) 1068) 

The object of the present application is to ask the International Commission 
on Zoological Nomenclature to use its Plenary Powers to suppress the generic 
name Cryptonymus Eichwald, 1825 (Class Trilobita), thereby avoiding the 
serious confusion which would inevitably result from the application of the 
normal provisions of the Regies in this case. It is hoped that it will be possible 
for the International Commission to give an early decision on the present 
application, since that decision is urgently required in connection with the 
preparation of the relevant portion of the forthcoming Treatise on Invertebrate 
Paleontology. The details relating to this case are set out in the following 
paragraphs. 

2. The generic name Cryptonymus was published by Eichwald in 1825 
(: 44). The following eight nominal species were included in the genus : 
Cryptonymus schlotheimii n. sp., C. weissii n. sp., C. panderii n. sp., C. lichten- 
steinii n. sp., C. rosenbergii n.sp., C. ivahlenbergii n. sp. C. rudolphii n. sp., and 
C. parkinsonii n. sp. The first four of these species belong to the family 
asaphidae, in its current delimination, and the last four to the family 
illaenidae. None of these eight species has ever been designated as the type 
species of the genus Cryptonymus. 

3. The four asaphid species were considered by Fr. Schmidt (1898 : 3) 
in connection with his monographic treatment of the east Baltic asaphid 
trilobites. He found that all these species were unrecognizable if based only 
on the descriptions and figures by Eichwald (1825) (“ keine von diesen lasst 
sich mit Sicherheit auf eine bestimmte Art zuruckfiiliren ”). As the original 
material cannot be traced, these species were considered as nomina dubia 
by Jaanusson (1953 : 393). 

4. The four illaenid species of Eichwald (1825) were discussed by G. Holm 
(1886) in his monograph on the east Baltic illaenid trilobites. Again, the 
original material cannot be traced, but on the basis of Eichwald’s descriptions 
and figures Holm concluded that Cryptonymus rosenbergii , C. rudolphii , and 
C. parkinsonii could not be identified with certainty, whereas C. wahlenbergii 
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Holton’fj, 825, iS a seni ° r SUb ,]? Ctive 3 >' non y m of the species described by 
Holm m the same paper as lllaenus revaliensis n. sp. (Holm 1886 • 481 

Jaanosscn (1054 : 553) considered the first three specie! of , Cr^onyZ 
mentioned above as nomina dubia. Cryptonymus wahlenbergii wasf however 

6eSEichw^d h \^AV^H COgn,Zab r SpedeS a " d "' aS listed aS Illaenus wahlen ’- 

Hoim ' iss6 ’ b *' n « '"**«> - • i-or 

5. The generic name Cryptonymus was transfen-ed by Eichwald (1840) 
mto an entirely different group of trilobites, the encrinurids, and on the same 
occasion the species originally included by him (1825) in Cryptonymus were 
placed m the genera Asaphus and Illaenus. This change of the original 
hereTm ^ ^ ^ ‘ S noraenclatoria % quite invalid and need not be considered 

° fSU,JSe T ent papers ’ es P eciall y m the paper of I860, Eichwald 
redescribed h.s species of 1825, now usually placed hi the genera Asaphus 

*;ff ding Eich ' vald ’ s redescriptions Fr Schmidt (1898 • 
7) stated that Eichwald hat . . alle seine alten im Jahre 1825 aufgestellten 
Arten zu retten und durch neue Beschreibungen und Abbildungen naher 
zu begrunden gesucht. Einem Zusammenhang zwischen den alten und neuen 
Darstellungen nachzuweisen ist ihm nicht gelungen.” In several cases it k 

1825 rSd^ Elchwald ’ s redescription of one or other of his species of 
, !f on specimens specificaUy quite different from those originally 

resnect t lb m n (1886) als ° arrived at tbe ™e conclusio^ with 

respect to the lllaemd species of Eichwald, 1825. For this reason the later 

t0 define the nomin.. spe^:^ esUbhitd 
by mm in 1825. Smce 1886 the specific names of Cryptonymus— svecies 
described in Eichwald 1825 have not been used in the litLture except bv 
Jaanusson (i954) who considered the rejection of C. wahlenbergii by Holm 
(1886) to be nomenclatonally invalid. * 

7. Salter (1866 : 147) treated Cryptonymus Eichwald, 1825, as the nominate 
182lTand °A ASa ? hm and listGd Asaphus expansus Linnaeus (=WahlenbeL 
fb 7 D Dalman ’ [1827 J- as This too is not in accordancf 

wffh the Regies as (1) the correct name of the nominate subgenus of Asavhus 
is Asaphus (Asaphus), and (2) none of the species considered by Salter to 
belong to Cryptonymus was originally included in this genus by Eichwald 

“ ^ •—* i *££ 

however, this species were to be selected as the type speS of the genus 
Cryptonymus, the latter would become a senior subjective synonym of the 
well-known and widely distributed trilobite generic name IlZnuVl almln! 
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[1827], type genus of the family ellaenidae, and this would cause serious 
confusion both in trilobite taxonomy and in Ordovician stratigraphy. If one of 
the three other illaenid species originally included in Cryptonymus by Eichwald, 
1825, but since 1886 generally regarded as nomina dubia (although determinable 
at the generic level), were to be selected as the type species of Cryptonymus 
the result would be similar, but the confusion would be even worse owing to 
the uncertainty of the characters of the type species. If one of the four 
unrecognizable Asaphus species were to be selected as the type species of 
Cryptonymus Eichwald, 1825, the latter would become a junior subjective 
synonym of Asaphus Brongniart in Brongniart & Desmarest, 1822. As, how¬ 
ever, the genus Asaphus is now divided into several subgenera, and the subgeneric 
position of these four species is very uncertain, it would cause serious confusion 
in the taxonomic subdivision of the genus Asaphus. 


9. For the foregoing reasons it is considered that in the interests of 
nomenclatorial stability and in order to avoid confusion, it is important that the 
Commission should suppress the generic name Cryptonymus Eichwald, 1825. 
It is further proposed that the generic name lUaenus Dalman, [1827] (: 248) 
(type species, by subsequent selection by Miller (1889 : 550) : Entomostracites 
crassicauda Wahlenberg, 1821 : 27), the name which will be safeguarded by the 
action now proposed, should be placed on the Official List of Generic Names 
in Zoology. 

10. Of the generic names dealt with in the present application the name 
Cryptonymus Eichwald, 1825, has not been taken as the base for a family-group 
name. As already noted, the generic name Illaenus Dalman, [1827], is the type 
genus of the well-known family illaenidae. This family-group taxon was 
established in 1847 by Hawle & Corda (: 51), by whom it was spelled in the 
incorrect form ellaenides. It was corrected to ellaenidae by r Angelin in 
1854 (: 41). Tn its corrected form this name should now be placed on the 
Official List of Family-Group Names in Zoology , the Invalid Original Spelling 
ellaenides being at the same time placed on the corresponding Official Index. 


11. In view of these facts I ask that the International Commission on 
Zoological Nomenclature should :— 

(1) use its Plenary Powers to suppress the generic name Cryptonymus 

Eichwald, 1825, for the purposes of the Law of Priority but not for 
those of the Law of Homonymy ; 

(2) place the generic name Cryptonymus Eichwald, 1825, as suppressed 

under the Plenary Powers under (1) above, on the Official Index of 
Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology ; 

(3) place the generic name Illaenus Dalman, [1827] (type species, by subse¬ 

quent selection by Miller (1889) : Entomostracites crassicauda Wahlen¬ 
berg, 1821) on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology ; 
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(4) place the specific name crassicauda Wahleuberg, 1821, as published in 
the combination Entomostracites crassicauda, (specific name of type 

limi) on * h ' o# “' “ 

<5) Pi HLvll! e / a r ,b ( '' Sr ?c^’r me ILLAEMDAE (correction of ileaenides) 
nffl 1 ; 18 f (type genus : IUa ^us Dalman, [1827]) on the 

Official List of Family-Group Names in Zoology ; 

(6) place the family-group name illaenides Hawle & Corda, 1847 (type 
genus. Illaenus Dalman, [1827]) (an Invalid Original Spelling of 

tfratriT 13 ° n r he , ° ffiCWl IUdeX ° f Re i ected and InvaU d Family. 
Crroup frames m Zoology. “ 
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SUPPORT FOR DR. JAANUSSON’S APPLICATION REGARDING THE 
NAME “ CRYPTONYMUS ” EICHWALD, 1825 (CLASS TRILOBITA) 

By C. J. STUBBLEFIELD 

{Geological Survey and Museum , Exhibition Road , London , Il\7) 

(Commission’s reference : Z.N.(S.) 1068) 

(For the proposal submitted see 1955, Bull . zool. Nomencl. 12 : 60—64) 
(Letter dated 2nd February 1956) 

I support the application of Dr. V. Jaanusson for the suppression of Cryptonymus 
Eichwald, 1825, for the purposes of the Law of Priority but not for those of the Law 
of Homonymy because I believe this action to be in the bests interests of stability 
of nomenclature in the Trilobita. 


